GERMANY   THE   AGGRESSOR
prepared to face a French invasion. Napoleon, for
his part, made ready to complete the work begun
at Friedland five years before. To Dresden in May
he summoned the Emperor of Austria, the King of
Prussia, and the puppet rulers of the Rhenish
Confederation. He told them what to do. Austria
was to guard his right flank with 30,000 men;
Prussia his left with 20,000; the Confederation was
to supply him with 147,000 for the actual campaign.
When finally he set out for Moscow, of his army
of 600,000 only one-third consisted of Frenchmen.
The subject allies supplied the remaining two-thirds.
On them, therefore, even more than upon the
French, fell the horrors of the great retreat (October
ipth-December i3th 1812).
When, in that awful winter, Napoleon and the
20,000  survivors  of that  fatal  campaign  crawled
across the Niemen into East Prussia, problems of
the first magnitude faced Alexander I of Russia,
Frederick William HI of Prussia, and Francis n of
Austria.   Alexander had to decide whether to rest
content with having expelled the invader from his
own territory, or to pursue him and try to drive
him from Germany also ? Mainly owing to the in-
fluence of the German Baron von Stein he determined
to go forward.   In January 1813 he occupied East
Prussia.   This placed poor Frederick William in a
most anomalous situation.   He was nominally the
ally of Napoleon, and most of his fortresses were
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